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Founded by Betty Debnam

James Armistead

Mini Fact:

America’s
Black
Patriots

In 1781, a slave named James Armistead
volunteered to fight against the British. He
was assigned to the Marquis de Lafayette,
a French nobleman who had joined George
Washington to fight the British.
Armistead knew
the Virginia roads
well, so Lafayette
assigned him to
pose as a runaway
slave loyal to the
British and spy for
the Continental
Army. British
officers would
talk about their
James Armistead
is shown here
strategies in front
with the Marquis
of Armistead, and
de Lafayette. The
he made written
engraving was made
reports that he sent by Noel Le Mire.
back to Lafayette.
Armistead’s inside information helped
Washington and Lafayette defeat the
British at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781.
After the war ended, Armistead went
back to being a slave. Lafayette found
out that he was still not free and wrote a
letter to the Virginia General Assembly,
and in 1787 Armistead was emancipated,
or freed. He farmed in Virginia until his
death at age 72.

This famous
painting of
Washington
crossing the
Delaware
River depicts
two AfricanAmericans on
the crowded
boat.

Salem Poor

Salem Poor was a black soldier who fought
for our freedom from Britain. He was such a
brave soldier that 14 officers signed a petition
(made a written request) on his behalf. They
asked the state of Massachusetts to give him
a reward. (Soldiers were often given land or
money for their service.)
Salem Poor was one of the 5,000 AfricanAmerican soldiers and sailors who fought in
our war for independence.

The Black Regiment
When the Revolutionary War
started, George Washington was
not in favor of recruiting black
men, either freemen or slaves,
to serve. But during the terrible
winter of 1777-78, the state

This watercolor of a soldier of the
1st Rhode Island Regiment was
made by Jean Baptiste Antoine de
Verger in 1781.

ofRhode Island was having trouble finding
enough men who would sign up. So in February
1778, Rhode Island’s general assembly voted
to let black men serve, and offered freedom
from slavery after their military service. Eightyeight slaves, along with some freemen, enlisted
with the 1st Rhode Island Regiment of the
Continental Army, which became known as the
“Black Regiment.”

photo courtesy U.S. Army

America’s men and women in uniform
include people of many races: black, Asian,
Hispanic, caucasian, or white, and others. But
our military was not always open to people of
color. In fact, the armed services weren’t fully
integrated, or equally open to non-whites,
until after the Korean War, in the early 1960s.
This week, in honor of Memorial Day, The
Mini Page learns about our earliest AfricanAmerican heroes, who fought in our country’s
Revolutionary War against the British.

Crispus Attucks

Before the Revolutionary War began,
in 1770, a brawl in Boston between British
soldiers and a crowd of civilians ended with
five people dead of gunshot wounds.
The first person to die in the Boston
Massacre was a
man of AfricanAmerican
and Native
American
descent, Crispus
Attucks. He
was a runaway
slave who had William L. Champney drew
been working this scene of the Boston
Massacre, with Crispus
at sea and on
Attucks at the front line, in
the docks. He 1856.
and the others
who died were honored as heroes, and in 1888
a monument was built on Boston Common
in memory of him and the four others who
died. In 1998, a silver dollar coin was issued in
Attucks’ honor.

Resources
On the Web:

• bit.ly/MPpatriots
• bit.ly/MPrevolution

At the library:

• “The Untold Story of the Black
Regiment” by Michael Burgan
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Try ’n’ Find

Mini Jokes

Words that remind us of black patriots are hidden in this
puzzle. Some words are hidden backward, and some
letters are used twice. See if you can find:
AFRICAN, BLACK,
BRITISH, CAUCASIAN,
DAY, EMANCIPATED,
FREEDOM, INTEGRATED,
MEMORIAL,
PATRIOT, PETITION,
RECRUIT, REGIMENT,
REVOLUTIONARY,
SAILOR, SLAVES,
SOLDIER, SPY, WAR.
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Preston: W
 hat kind of
paper makes you itch?
Callie: Scratch paper!
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Eco Note
Plastic is an amazing
material made from oil.
The first plastics were made more than
150 years ago. Light, strong and tough,
plastic is useful, but it’s also long-lasting,
which creates a disposal problem. A
lot of plastic ends up in the sea, where
some sinks but the rest floats on the
surface. Ocean currents then sweep the
trash into huge rafts of floating debris.
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is
spread over 618,000 square miles —
more than twice the area of Texas.

• 2 cups cooked rice
• 1 cup cheddar
cheese, grated

What to do:
1. Cook peas following package directions.
2. Combine onions, soup and rice.
3. Stir in peas.
4. Place in greased 8-by-8-inch casserole dish. Top with cheese.
5. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Serves 4.

7 Little Words for Kids
Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

1. help for making a decision (6)
2. a straw is one (4)
3. short time frame (6)
4. fix (6)
5. where royalty sits (6)
6. react to a joke (5)
7. like mist-filled air (5)
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©2017 Blue Ox Technologies Ltd. Download the app on Apple and Amazon devices.

You’ll need:
• 1 (10-ounce) package frozen green
peas
• 1/2 cup onion, chopped
• 1 (10.5-ounce) can reduced-fat cream
of mushroom soup

* You’ll need an adult’s help with this recipe.

Green Rice
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Cook’s Corner

adapted with permission from “50 Things You Should Know
About the Environment” by Jen Green, © QEB Publishing Inc.

For later:
Look in your newspaper for Memorial
Day events in your area.

Teachers:

For standards-based
activities to accompany this feature,
visit: bit.ly/MPstandards. And follow
The Mini Page on Facebook!

Answers: advice, tube, moment, repair, throne, laugh, foggy.

